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"Jessica Luther studied history and the classics before marshaling her writing talent toward of-
the-moment topics like sexual assault and college sports culture. Now she's an investigative
journalist, working from her adopted hometown, Austin, Tex., in what is perhaps the nation's
most college-obsessed state. Ms. Luther's new book, Unsportsmanlike Conduct, examines the
'programmatic manner' in which sexual assaults are swept under the rug by institutions both on
campus and in the media."--New York Times"Not to reckon with Luther's book would be an
abdication not only of one's moral faculty but also of one's fandom...Luther does't just want to
save future victims; she wants to save college football."--New York Times Book Review"A
significant and riveting look at how one of the greatest cultural tragedies of the millennial
generation--the silencing of sexual violence against women on campus--is nurtured by a system
of cover-ups and corporatized crises management."--Playboy.com"In Unsportsmanlike Conduct,
[Luther] draws on years of research and reporting to outline what she calls the 'playbook'--all the
standard, predictable ways that football programs, universities, the NCAA, and sports media
typically respond when athletes are accused of rape or assault. It's an infuriating, exhaustively
researched catalogue of problems, from denial and toothless language to ignoring or
discrediting the victim."--Elle.com"The most important sports book of the year."--Booklist,
Starred Review"Jessica Luther is a Texas-based investigative reporter who broke the story of
Sam Ukwuachu, a football player at Baylor University who was then on trial for sexual assault.
Since then she's kept track of the dozens of sexual-assault claims made against college football
players every year. Here, she looks at the relationship between football and sexual assault, the
people and systems that perpetuate it, and how we can change the narrative going forward."--
New York Magazine"Investigative journalist Luther catalogues the abuses created and enabled
by college football programs and suggests workable reforms."-- Boston Globe, One of the Best
Sports Books of 2016The latest from Akashic's Edge of Sports imprint.Football teams create
playbooks, in which they draw up the plays they will use on the field. Playbooks are how teams
work and why they win. This book is about a different kind of playbook: the one coaches, teams,
universities, police, communities, the media, and fans seem to follow whenever a college
football player is accused of sexual assault. It's a deep dive into how different institutions--the
NCAA, athletic departments, universities, the media--run the same plays over and over again
when these stories break. If everyone runs his play well, scrutiny dies down quickly, no institution
ever has to change how it operates, and the evaporation of these cases into nothingness looks
natural. In short, this playbook is why nothing ever changes.Unsportsmanlike Conduct unpacks
this societal playbook piece by piece, and not only advocates that we destroy the old plays, but
also suggests we replace them with ones that will force us to finally do something about this
issue.Political sportswriter and Edge of Sports imprint curator Dave Zirin (the Nation) has never
shied away from criticizing that which die-hard sports fans hold dear. The Edge of Sports titles
will address issues across many different sports--football, basketball, swimming, tennis, etc.--



and at both the professional and nonprofessional/collegiate levels. Furthermore, Zirin brings to
the table select stories of athletes' journeys and what they are facing and how they evolve both
in their sport as well as against the greater backdrop of one's life's odyssey.

"Highly relevant, hard-hitting, much-needed information that reveals the widespread existence of
rape by sports players on college campuses."--Kirkus Reviews"A culmination of [Luther's]
dedication to finding truth in often murky waters."--ESPNw"As Luther makes abundantly clear in
this impeccably researched volume, the number of rape cases, reported and unreported,
involving college athletes, especially football players, has reached epic proportions. A vitally
important look at an appalling problem."--Booklist, included in Top 10 Sports Nonfiction titles for
2017"[Luther] knows too much--about how teams, like her own, fail to adequately handle
allegations of rape and sexual assault. It's hard for her to reconcile that with blindly supporting a
team as a fan. So she literally wrote the book on the topic. Her book is one of two playbooks--the
first describes how college football programs and the sports media currently respond to
allegations like this, and the second gives suggestions of how teams, schools, media and the
NCAA could respond to them better, with genuine compassion for survivors and an actual
understanding of the life-changing effects of such violence."--USA Today Sports/Football Four
Podcast"College football has always sold itself as being about the high ideals of higher
education, but sexual violence has become a mirror in which the sport, fueled by lucrative
television contracts, insanely passionate fans and wealthy donors, puts itself before everything
else: education, the well-being of women and, often, its own student-athletes."--Street Roots
News"We as a society owe a great debt to Jessica Luther. She has spent the last several years
of her professional life dedicated primarily to reporting on the epidemic of sexual assault in
college sports--football in particular. Her debut book Unsportsmanlike Conduct: College Football
and the Politics of Rape, published on Dave Zirin's 'Edge of Sports' imprint at Akashic Books,
isn't simply a tell-all; she has rewritten the playbook for collegiate sports culture, giving survivors
and supporters a reason to be hopeful about rooting for our teams without further sacrificing who
we are."--The Establishment"A freelance journalist who helped break the story of Baylor
University's mishandling of rape cases, Luther examines how coaches, administrators, and
athletes at universities across the country cover up and minimize these crimes. In the second
half of the book, Luther presents a new playbook for how we could do better--such as by
teaching consent, firing responsible parties, and changing how the media responds."-- The
Alcalde"This sharp book is a must-read for anyone interested in either college sports or sexual
assault politics."-- Rebellious MagazineI cannot recommend this book highly enough. It imbues
the conversation of what's happening on our college campuses with deep research and
examples. And it's really must reading for all of us who claim to want to be a part of the solution.
"--Dallas Morning News"In her first book, Jessica Luther challenges the college sports



establishment to hold athletes accountable when they commit rape, sexual assault and
domestic violence."--Texas Observer"The book delves into instances of sexual violence
perpetrated by football players and the response to their crimes by their athletic departments,
universities, the NCAA and the media, to show there is a "playbook" for dealing with violence in
football that is common to football institutions nationwide."--Dallas Observer"While it's often
easier for journalists and fans alike to ignore the issue completely, Luther addresses this topic
head on, laying out one playbook for better understanding the problems at hand, and a separate
playbook for fixing them. The result is a harrowing, detailed account of the ways our national
pastime is intertwined with violence against women, and a somewhat hopeful look at how that
connection might be disrupted."--Think Progress"Luther makes a convincing argument that
sexual violence is not solely a team-level or institution-level issue...The material in the book is
presented clearly and thoughtfully in a way that is easy to understand--even if not easy to reckon
with. Luther's recommendations are solid starting points for changing the culture of college
football to root our some of the elements that do harm and support the elements that make it
great."--Resources for Gender and Women's Studies"Luther's book is an investigation into of the
most major intersections of rape culture and sports culture in the States: college football. With so
many high-profile cases of late piling up and attracting sensationalist coverage of late, it's crucial
to have a sober-minded, feminist narrative that ties it all together."--Flavorwire"In
Unsportsmanlike Conduct, Luther isn't solely telling sports fans how bad things are. She's also
done the incredible emotional labor of building solutions that might give us back some of the joy
we once had on game days...We can no longer say the problem is too big to solve."--
Rewire"Parents would be well-advised to pick up a copy of a new book by Jessica Luther:
Unsportsmanlike Conduct. Luther, an investigative reporter who was born pumping the garnet
and gold blood that comes with being the progeny of two Florida State Seminoles parents, finds
a lot of commonality in the unwritten mission statements shared by Florida State, Notre Dame,
Vanderbilt, and Tennessee. The schools' unwritten shared mission appears to be to use all of the
resources under the schools' influence to silence young women who accuse their Division-1
(D-1) football players of sexual assault and to create rape culture where women's bodies
become the commodities for which young men's athletic skills are the rewards."--
RawStory"From Steubenville to Vanderbilt, stories of rape culture and football repeatedly made
local and national headlines in the last couple of years. Though problems with sexual violence
have coincided with football since the sport's inception, today a handful of survivors and
journalists are bringing the issue to a national spotlight. Jessica Luther, an investigative
journalist, is one of them. For the past three years, Luther has added to the dialogue surrounding
rape in football. Since 2013, she has kept track of over 110 cases of sexual assault in college
football."--Broadly (VICE)"Jessica Luther's take on the landscape of major college sports is clear
and convincing...What distinguishes Unsportsmanlike Conduct from any number of books...is
Luther's emphasis on what could be done to promote change."--Cognoscenti"Jessica Luther's
reporting on scandals at Baylor, Vanderbilt, and Tennessee is indispensable to understanding



the most explosive, damning story in sports today: the propagation of rape culture in college
football. The institutions have failed us all. Rather than teaching young men something about
morals, decency and lawfulness, universities have circled the wagons to protect the assailants.
Luther's new book, Unsportsmanlike Conduct, addresses the problem head on. It's the latest
release from Dave Zirin's Edge of Sports imprint at Akashic, so you can rest assured no punches
are pulled. With any luck we may even start to see substantive reform."--LitHub"Luther explores
the playbook that different institutions--universities, the media, the NCAA--seem to follow when it
comes to handling sexual assault among student athletes. If everyone runs their plays well,
scrutiny dies down quickly, no institution ever has to change how it operates, and the
evaporation of these cases into nothingness looks natural. In short, this playbook is why nothing
ever changes. Unsportsmanlike Conduct unpacks this societal playbook piece by piece, and not
only advocates that we destroy the old plays, but also suggests we replace them with ones that
will force us to finally do something about this issue."--BookPeople Blog"Jessica Luther is an
Austin-based journalist doing powerful, important work. Luther...delves into the grim
complexities of sexual assault involving football programs on college campuses, exploring the
nexus of toxic masculinity, sports-as-big-business and privilege that permits (or often
encourages or forces) the victim to become invisible while keeping the focus on the players and
how such an event will impact their lives, often with the complicity (tacit or explicit) of coaches,
police and the university itself. A crucial read."--Austin American-Statesman"Luther does a
tremendous job...Unsportsmanlike Conduct is a must read for any fan who is no longer satisfied
with turning a blind eye toward one of the biggest issues facing not only sports but college
campuses. Luther brilliantly analyzes how rape and assault cases have been handled,
identifying troubling patterns that continue to persist. Her practical and well thought out
proposals for change make too much sense and make you wonder: Why aren't these solutions
implemented already?"--The White Bronco"Luther's debut book, Unsportsmanlike Conduct,
explores the 'playbook' that universities, the NCAA and the media follow when college football
players are accused of rape."--Austin Monthly"This is a takedown of the systematic way the
NCAA, colleges, coaches, and teams respond (or rather, don't respond) when a player is
accused of sexual assault."--The Undefeated"Luther's book...will be a must read for fans not just
of college football but all sport. As well as a vital, pragmatic text for everyday feminism.
Unsportsmanlike Conduct is a hard, steady look at the heart of rape culture and how it's
perpetuated...She is writing about something that implicates her at nearly every level as well as
each of us reading. Luther doesn't do so to tear down programs or sport, but to get us all to
rectify our actions, allegiances, and excuses."--Misanthropester"An essential text...More than
just for sports fans or those in college, this is a book that dismantles many of the issues in
society that have led to college football becoming the perfect microcosm of rape culture...Luther
outlines many ways to help clean up these issues and in her due diligence leaves readers, and
colleges, with the tools to make it happen."--Le Noir Auteur"The most essential book that new
students will not be seeing on their class syllabus this semester, but they



should...Unsportsmanlike Conduct is the new playbook for colleges and sports departments
when it comes to rape and sexual assault."--The Current"[Unsportsmanlike Conduct] is very
powerful, breaking down a systemic disease of sexual violence and assault against women
within the college football apparatus. [Luther] illuminates the various methods employed by
coaches, athletic directors, university officials, players, fans, the NCAA, local and national
media, and local police departments that not only allows such heinous behavior, but that actually
encourages it."--The Shadow League"The facts don't lie and neither does Jessica Luther."--That
Sports Girl, Corner Pub Sports"Few subjects are as difficult, or as important, as this one, and
Jessica Luther handles it flawlessly. We have to demand that schools take better care of our
kids; it's that simple. Luther gives us the tools to do so, breaking down exactly where we are, how
we got here, and--most importantly--how the system can change."--Rachel Nichols,
ESPN"Jessica Luther is one of the most important voices on gender issues in sports. And this
book does not disappoint: it is essential reading for anyone who hopes to better understand the
intersection of gender and our sports landscape."--Kate Fagan, EspnW"The maxim of the law is
silence gives consent. Back when nobody was talking about AIDS, the maxim was silence
equals death. There exists in our major sports a malignant culture of sexual assault and
bureaucratic indifference. There is nothing this culture resists more than plain talk, and Jessica
Luther has been speaking more plainly about this ongoing obscenity than almost anyone else.
This is a hard, necessary, and important book, a book by someone who refuses to be silent, and
damn sure refuses to consent."--Charles P. Pierce, author of Idiot America: How Stupidity
Became a Virtue in the Land of the Free"Luther's well-researched book speaks powerfully to the
complicated landscape of sexual assaults on college campuses--including the greedy interests
at play in denying it--and provides us a much-needed road map for instituting effective change. I
highly recommend this book for anyone who believes that student safety should matter more
than athletic success, and that we all have a role to play in assuring that it does."--Wendy Davis,
former Texas state senator, founder of Deeds Not Words"Unsportsmanlike Conduct is an
important book by an important writer. Jessica Luther's place as both sports fan and empathetic
observer makes her perfect to explore the shameful ways universities and their athletic
programs address sexual assault, as no one could say she doesn't love football. She just loves
people more, as she should, and this book is an important mirror to make us question how
sports became more important to the world than the women who make life possible."--Bomani
Jones, ESPN"In painstaking and passionate detail, Jessica Luther challenges those of us who
have become seduced by the emotion and ritual of sport to stop being willfully ignorant about
the significant problem of sexual assault and sexual violence. Sports, for many of us, have
always been characterized as a lighthearted escape from the problems that dominate 'real life,'
but this book reminds us that our ability to compartmentalize and rationalize these terrible
crimes has cost us our collective humanity."--Jemele Hill, ESPNAbout the AuthorJessica Luther
is an independent writer and investigative journalist living in Austin, Texas. Her work on sports
and culture has appeared in the Texas Observer and the Austin Chronicle, and at Sports



Illustrated, Texas Monthly, Vice Sports, Guardian Sport, and Bleacher Report. Luther's work
gained national attention in August 2015 when writing for Texas Monthly; she and Dan Solomon
broke open the story about a Baylor football player on trial for sexual assault, a case known by
only a few in the community and not reported in the media for nearly two years.
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woahwoahwoahwhat, “Harrowing and important. I have been a fan of Jessica Luther for a while
now, following her work on Twitter. She approaches sports writing in a way that more people
should: by looking at sports in relation to culture and politics rather than purely as scores and
statistics. This was a difficult read because it includes detailed accounts of abhorrent crimes that
received minimal press and even less accountability. But it’s important to understand the ways in
which our institutions and the ways we interact with these institutions facilitate sexual assault.I
was shocked to realize how few of these stories I was aware of. I was repulsed by the quotes
from coaches and the sexually explicit programs colleges put into place to recruit players. At the
beginning of the text, Luther spends almost an entire chapter simply listing all of the instances of
sexual assault in college football she was able to find in her research. As the book continues,
she unpacks some of these examples in depth to show how the institutions, the players, the
coaches, the media, the police, and the public failed the victims. She illustrates how formulaic
and predictable the reaction to each instance is, and at the end she lays out the changes that
need to be made if we actually care about fixing this.Luther is uniquely qualified to approach this
because she is a sports fan herself. She writes with passion and urgency, delivering both
objective accounts of events and critical analysis that is backed by research. Although I do wish
her proposed solutions were a little more specific, I am glad that she did more than simply lay
out the problem. She also organizes the book very well, drilling down into each element of the
issue and using the cases that best illuminate the flaws in the response.This is a valuable read
for those who are caught in the moral complication of enjoying sports and realizing the ways they
reinforce dangerous social problems.”

Aminda Joy, “Incredible.. I have been waiting for months for this book to come out, and it was
everything I hoped it would be. I felt like I had been hit in the gut reading some passages. I found
myself nodding emphatically in agreement, wanting to cry, wanting to yell in anger, wanting to
get up and do something. I highlighted so many passages, and am going to be passing this off
for friends to read-- I wish everyone could read this.Jessica Luther is excellent at research, and it
really shows. The stories and statistics give a very clear picture of this problem, in a way that
doesn't allow you to explain anything away or make excuses. She holds everyone accountable,
from the actual perpetrators of the crime, to the coaches and athletic departments, Title IX
offices, police, and media. The look into the "playbook" for handling sexual assault as it exists
now is incredibly thorough.The solutions she offers seem to pretty much be common sense, but,
sadly, would be almost radical if put into play. I like that she offered a solution for every problem
she addressed in the first part, from the big to those that seem small and inconsequential, such
as locker room talk.As a woman who loves sports more than anything, but hates the way it treats
women, making me feel unwelcome and unvalued and even sometimes like it sees me as less
than human, I enjoyed reading this from the perspective of a woman who loves sports just as



much as I do, and hates this insidious part of it like I do. I like that she addressed how she
wishes she could compartmentalize and keep her knowledge out of her mind while she enjoys
football, but she can't-- I feel the same way.And finally, as a woman pursuing a career in sports,
who currently works in a college men's team locker room, her offering that women in locker
rooms and all kinds of sport jobs will contribute to helping to work on this issue because it forces
these men to humanize women was a great encouragement for me personally. It is important to
me that I take what I learned reading this book and push to make it a part of what I do in the
industry.I love and recommend this book with my whole heart.”

Joy Messinger, “a must read for all.. Once again, Jessica Luther writes with care & humility as
she unearths the relationship between college football and sexual violence. Difficult at times
because of its honest retelling of rape and assault, Unsportsmanlike Conduct provides a
detailed overview of the history of universities covering up the harms of their players then delves
into a playbook of suggestions & solutions for tackling the problems of violence within college
football at the coach, school, & systems levels. Because Luther has been an avid college
football fan, the book's nuance doesn't simply dismiss violence as a symptom of football bro
culture but also doesn't go easy on even her favorite schools or programs. This is a must-read,
not just for athletes, coaches, & sports fans, but also for those who dream of a world without
intimate partner & sexual violence.”

Abby, “her writing is straight-forward and easy to read. Jessica Luther is doing some of the most
important work in sports today. She is incredibly thoughtful about her approach to sexual
violence, especially when it comes to its intersection with race. I appreciated her focus on the
problems with the institutions of college football and the people at the top rather than individual
perpetrators. Though the subject matter is difficult, her writing is straight-forward and easy to
read. The book's structure is simple by outlining the major issues followed by possible solutions
to reducing sexual violence in college football. I've shared this book with my football-loving family
members and it has led to helpful conversations and more thought into the way we consume and
talk about the sport.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 38 people have provided feedback.
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